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News release: 


VBT Board 
votes to get rid 
of blended rate 


A news release sent out by Van Buren 
Township Deputy Supervisor Dan Selman 
at 7:41 p.m. Monday, announced that the 
township board of trustees would approve 
ending the blended-rate firefighter program 
at its meeting the next day, on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The Tuesday meeting is after the 
Independent’s deadline for this week’s 
paper, so the details of the meeting and 
the actual vote will be reported in full next 
week. 

The news release said the blended-rate 
program was instituted in 2003 and was 
designed to address the issue of covering 
shifts in the fire department with police 
officers. [The program was signed off 
on by Supervisor Cindy King and newly 
appointed Public Safety Director Jerry 
Champagne, but not voted on by the board.] 

Revisions to federal labor laws affecting 
dual-employed or “blended” public service 
employees later established a pay scale 
altering the base pay that effectively 
translated to “blended-rate” fire fighters 
costing three times that of a full-time fire 
fighter, the release said. 

The federal rules also made the program 
mandatory unless the — blended-rate 
employees agreed to end the practice, 
which they hadn’t. 

The news release said VBT pays out 
more than $300,000 a year to this program 
and will pay two installments of $408,000 
each over two years to the blended-rate fire 
fighters to end the program permanently. 
Deputy Selman said there are six blended- 
rate fire fighters. 

“Van Buren Township is in the process of 
forming a full-time fire department,” said 
Township Supervisor Kevin McNamara 


(continued on page 3) 
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The Friends of the Belleville Area District Library held their annual general membership meeting on Saturday. Officers for 2022 were 
elected. From left are Rika Regentin, treasurer; Manny Lavin, secretary; Donna Gilkey-Lavin, vice president and Katerina Tyner, 
president. Presented were the 2021 annual treasurer’s report and committee reports for membership, used-book sales, on-line book sales 
and public relations. Library Director, Mary Jo Suchy, gave “Reflections on 2021,” sharing difficulties in keeping the library open the 
past year with changing COVID restrictions. She said she is looking forward to more in-person programming for 2022, currently being 


scheduled by the library staff. 


VBT neighbors concerned over gas station, party store 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
“I love my house. I love where I am. I 
thank this gentleman for letting me know 
about plans for the corner of I-94 S. 
Service Drive and Haggerty Road,” said 
Dr. Martha Taylor. 

She told the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission at its Jan. 12 in- 
person meeting that she lives on the corner, 
right across the road from the site, and, “I 
was traumatized. We have invested a lot.” 

She thanked Tim Craiger who told her 
about the plans discussed for the northwest 
corner that includes a fuel station, a 
party store, and a restaurant, as discussed 
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at a planning commission meeting in 
December. 

Dr. Taylor spoke during the General 
Discussion portion of the agenda at the end 
of the meeting. 

Dan Power, VBT director of planning 
and economic development, said at the 
commission’s last meeting, the owner of 
a 2.5-acre parcel of land where Lakeview 
Motel is, gave a preliminary introduction 
of his plans for the corner. 

Director Power said the land currently 
is zoned for single-family residential, 
except for one multiple residential parcel. 
He said there has to be consistency with 
the Master Plan and for the owner to build 
what he would like, there would have to be 
an amendment to the Master Plan and then 
rezoning. He said it’s an involved process 
and there are two required public hearings. 

He said the owner had no formal 
application, only a preliminary discussion. 
Power said if there is further action on this, 


he will let the neighbors know and put a 
notice in the newspaper of record. 

“When is he going to come to talk to the 
township staff?” Dr. Taylor asked. 

“At any time,” Power replied. “He has 
not applied formally.” 

Vidya Krishnan, the township’s planning 
consultant from McKenna Associates, 
explained that a property owner can come 
and ask the township about developing his 
property. 

“We have to let every landowner have 
due process,” she said, adding this does not 
imply the township is in support. 

She said if the request for rezoning is 
against the Master Plan, they can’t do it. 
Then they can request to change the Master 
Plan. If that happened, an individual notice 
will be mailed to her house, Krishnan said 
to Taylor. 

Another neighbor asked if the DNR has 
any say about a gas station being so close 


(continued on page 3) 
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WILLIS FEED MILL 


A Complete Selection Of 


eres 
e Dog and Cat Food 

e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food 
e Certified Organic Products 
e Hay and Straw « Poultry Food 
¢ Horse and Livestock Feed T 
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan 


(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) 


E Vanco TA) 2Sdo70UUd wilisfeed@att.net 


to seeing you soon. 
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Fishing Lures Boatin 
P ane Seay oa eey he aera 


12 Noon to 5 PM 
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 


2 BELLEV CO-OP 
° ELLEVILLE CO- 
C@P For over 75 year's as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 
CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 
Affordatie Rental Commuryties for Seniors _ 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


For more information call: 


734-699-8676 
M-W-F gam-Noon 


Amenities 
© 100% Smoke free campus ° Subsidized rent 
e Individual heating & cooling ° On-site laundry 
e = Emergency in-unit pull cords e Transportation available 


(800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-7011 i 3 
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White Pine 
Your Smite Comes First! 


Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 


Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 


e Now Booking New Patients e 
Open Evenings and Weekends 
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


SS 
he AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY 


We are excited to host local resident and 
Business Strategy Coach, Camiel Davenport, at 
the library for a series of presentations essential 
to anyone pursuing a small business venture. 
She will be presenting on a variety of topics, 
beginning with her first presentation, "Starting 
Your Business." Registration is required for this 
program. Please register online 
or by calling 734-699-3291. 


January 26th @ 7 PM 
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Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. 
11824 Belleville Rd 
Belleville, MI 48111 
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VBT concerns 


(continued from page 1) 


to the lake. 

Krishnan said if it comes to a site plan 
and engineering approval, EGLE would 
get involved. DNR is now called the 
department of Engineering, Great Lakes 
and Environment, she said. 

Commissioner Jeff Jahr said a rezoning 
request would require a public hearing. 

Krishnan said that public hearing 
would be published in the newspaper and 
individual notices sent to residents within 
300 feet, 15 days before the hearing. 

Neighbor Tim Pryce, 41190 Lakeview 
Ct., also got up to speak, noting they were 
away and came home and read about it in 
the newspaper. He said he would continue 
to write letters to the township. 

“We have a longstanding daycare center,” 
he said, pointing out there are rules about 
no alcohol and the plans for that corner 
include a “grab and go” store. 

Pryce suggested the township give this 
property owner some heads up about why 
this isn’t going to work so he can spend 
his money on building residential on that 
corner. He said a gas station is less than 
two miles away and, “Do we need it?” 

Pryce said the Mobil station across the 
freeway is looking bad and the owner 
there could put in EV plugs. Or, the person 
wishing to build the fuel station on the 
corner could switch properties with the 
Mobil station owner and do him a favor. 

Craiger, 41166 Lakeview Ct., said he is 
against the rezoning. He said that is a very 
dangerous curve and he has to turn there. 
He said they couldn’t get a school bus stop 


VBT Board 


(continued from page 1) 


in the news release. “The costs and 
rules established by the federal blended- 
rate program have proven to be an 
insurmountable obstacle to that vision and 
they must be eliminated. Van Buren plans 
to hire three full-time firefighters with the 
savings.” 

In the most-recent Independent report 
on VBT salaries, published Feb. 11, 2021, 
Kenneth Floro got top compensation in 
the public safety department with $96,162 
in fire wages for 2020 and $118,603 in 
police wages, for a total compensation of 
$272,614. 

The next highest was Marc Abdilla 
with $195,104 in total compensation for 
his police and fire employment. Ryan 
McCormick, Louis Keele, and David 
Champagne each earned more than 
$190,000 in total compensation. Ordinance 
officer David Schuler earned $124,197. 

The report on the 2021 salaries is expected 
to be published by the Independent within 
a few weeks. 


there. 

Commissioner Medina Atchinson said 
it would help the public to review the 
meeting of Dec. 8 to see all the questions 
the commissioners asked of the property 
owner. 

“It’s wonderful to have the public 
comment,” said Commissioner Jahr. “It’s 
been a while.” 

This was the commission’s first in-person 
meeting in about a year. 

[According to the Feb. 12, 2004 
Independent, a freeway-type development 
for this same property, including a gas 
station with lights, was rejected in late 2000 
and then again in June 2003. The township 
board rejected the resurrected June request 
on Feb. 3, 2004. The planning commission 
recommended denying both developments 
because they conflicted with the Master 
Plan and went against the Master Plan 
policy to keep that area as lower-density- 
residential land use.] 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

2022-26 

In order to qualify for state grants, the 
township must have a Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan updated every five years. The 
last such VBT master plan was approved 
in 2016. 

The public hearing on the plan was held 
during the Jan. 12 commission meeting 
and those in the audience who came to 
talk about the fueling station/party store/ 
restaurant project also commented on the 
master plan. 

Krishnan said the 30-day comment period 
on the master plan ended the day before 
this meeting and another public hearing on 
it would be held by the township board on 
Jan. 18. 

Krishnan went over details of the master 
plan, noting a public survey showed the 
top request was for a community pool, 
followed by programming on animal 
rescue, a dog park, skateboard park, a golf 
course, improved lake access, and more 
restrooms in the park. Krishnan said that 
in other communities she had worked for 
they don’t necessarily follow through on 
the things in the master plan, but in VBT 
they do. 

She detailed the capital improvements 
for year one of the 2022-26 period, which 
included the community center, French 
Landing Park Phase II, Iron Belle Trail 
Head at Riggs Park, Park Signage, Park 
Security Cameras, Riggs Park Landscape 
Management, Playscapes and Pavilions, 
with other projects throughout the five 
years. 

She said each park is rated by the 
DNR from a low of one to a high of five. 
Krishnan said Van Buren Park rated a five 
and French Landing Park was a one. Now 
upgrades are being done to French Landing 
Park. 

Resident Steven Dark, 8804 Ironwood, 
pointed out an error on their population 


chart and asked about upgrading the 
pavilion at Quirk Park. Jennifer Zaenglein, 
recreation director, said they are doing two 
pavilions at Van Buren Park and looking at 
Quirk Park in the future. 

Dark asked about the DNR property the 
township acquired and what they are going 
to do with that. Zaenglein replied that 
there are no plans right now, but they are 
looking at it carefully for the best use of 
the property. 

Dark asked if they will put future parks 
on property the township owns on Elwell 
and Haggerty, which are mentioned in the 
master plan, but the DNR property is not 
mentioned. 

Zaenglein said there are no definite plans 
for those two properties. She said they are 
looking for what residents would like in 
their own backyards and residents should 
feel free to reach out to the township to tell 
them. 

Dr. Taylor said French Landing Park 
needed work and she is glad to see it being 
upgraded. 

Zaenglein said they have great 
improvements there, including walking 
paths and the removal of the old play 
structure, which was replaced with a 
pavilion. There are raised gardens. She 
said Phase II will feature a new fishing 
dock, a possible kayak/canoe launch, and 
furniture. People will be able to reserve the 
pavilion. 

Craiger said the pavilion roof looks like 
fabric and Zaenglein said it will have to be 
maintained. 

Pryce asked if there will be plug-in 
parking for any of the parks and Zaenglein 
said they will be looking at the master plan 
for Van Buren Park. She said they will be 
looking at how to bring standards in all 
the parks, including wifi. She said they are 
definitely talking about EV plug ins and 
maybe even at township hall. 

Craiger said it was interesting that the 
pool was what the township wanted the 
most and that didn’t move forward. 

“We look at what people want,” Zaenglein 
said, noting the bonds came off the books 
for the fire department, but adding a pool 
doubles the cost of the community center. 
She said a pool is extremely costly and, 
“If we built it, would you pay for it? The 
cost outweighs the need at this time. Our 
population is increasing. Maybe in the 
future.” 

Craiger said he was looking forward to 
a bike/skate park and a dog park, other top 
choices along with the pool. 

The commission passed a resolution 
recommending the master plan to the 
township board. 

Tree permit for Waste Management 

The commission also approved a tree 
removal permit for Waste Management in 
the area WM needs for stockpiling excess 
soil until it is needed for the approved 
landfill expansion. They will clear 33 acres 


of trees, the entire southwest corner of the 
landfill property at 39670 Ecorse Rd., some 
of which got a permit granted a year ago. 

Craiger asked if this was the former golf 
course property and James Hamann, area 
disposal manager for WM, said it was. 

Power said this was part of the 245 acres 
of Woodland Meadows landfill site, which 
is expanding. He said this request for a tree 
removal permit has nothing to do with the 
rare wetlands discovered on the site, which 
has been reported in newspapers. 

In another question, Dark asked why 
Jiffy Lube hasn’t started the construction 
that was approved on outlots at Meijer. 
Power said it was a supply chain issue and 
the water and sanitary lines are ready to get 
started, which should be soon. 

Commissioner Atchinson asked what’s 
happening with the Mobil station at the 
northwest corner of Haggerty and the N. 
I-94 Service Drive and Power said there 
has been some activity on the project. 

He said he will compile a summary of the 
projects under way in the township. 


Congresswoman Dingell 
invites students to craft 
Valentines for Veterans 


With less than one month until Valentine’s 
Day, Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, MI- 
12, invites local students to participate in 
the “Valentines for Veterans” project by 
making handmade valentine cards for local 
veterans. 

Since 2015, students across the region 
created hundreds of cards to show veterans 
how much they are loved and appreciated. 
This is the eighth year in a row that Dingell 
has organized the “Valentines for Veterans” 
project. 

“Tn the midst of an ongoing and emotionally 
and physically draining pandemic, a simple 
gesture of love and kindness can change 
a life, especially for the men and women 
who have served our nation,” said Dingell. 
“For Valentine’s Day, I invite all students to 
join us in showing our veterans how much 
we appreciate their service and sacrifice 
with handmade valentine cards. This year 
we will again recognize the bravery of 
VA doctors, nurses, administrators, and 
staff who have risked their own health and 
safety to protect those in their care against 
COVID.” 

Drop off the handmade valentines 
to Dingell’s Ypsilanti office at 301 W. 
Michigan Ave., and staff will ensure they 
are delivered. Call (313) 278-2936 for 
assistance or to get questions answered. 
The cards will be delivered on Valentine’s 
Day to both the John D. Dingell VA 
Medical Center and the Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles S. Kettles Ann Arbor VA. 
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Editorial 

VBT Board agrees 
to finally get rid of 
blended rate 


It’s taking a big payoff to six public safety 
employees for the Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees to finally get rid of the 
blended rate for mostly police officers also 
working as fire fighters for a huge salary. 

According to the most recent salary list 
published by the Independent, for 2020, 
the police officers also working as fire 
fighters all made more than the salaries 
of Supervisor Kevin McNamara or Public 
Safety Director Greg Laurain. 

And this blended-rate program has been 
going on since 2003, after Supervisor 
Cindy King fired former Public Safety 
Director Chris Elg and hired Jerry 
Champagne. King and Champagne quietly 
signed the blended-rate agreement with the 
employees without a vote of the township 
board. But, it was in place and grew in 
cost after the federal government decreed 
they had to be paid overtime rates for each 
minute doing a second job in the township. 
The agreement could have been canceled if 
the employees agreed, but they didn’t. 

Every year, after the Independent 
publishes its list of salaries for the previous 
year, readers say they take the papers with 
that information to their friends in other 
police departments and those out of town 
who are shocked at the figures. This year 
should be much higher than usual because 
of bonuses given for COVID service. We 
can hardly wait. 
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EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright 
called on Friday to talk about last week’s 
editorial and virtual meetings. He has been 
fighting for the continuation of virtual 
meetings to protect everyone for some time. 
He said his deputy is out with COVID. 

Clerk Wright said the Wayne County 
Commission had supported virtual 
municipal meetings through Dec. 31. Then, 
the State Legislature over-ran that decision 
and said as of Jan. | all meetings will be in 
person, under the Open Meetings Act. 

Although the Omnicron variant of the 
virus seems milder and we may be pulling 
out of the pandemic, we’re not there yet, 
he said. 

Wright reminded me that his oldest 
brother died in 2012 and he promised he 
would take care of his brother’s family, 
the best he could from being so far away. 
He said they wouldn’t get the vaccine, 
although he pleaded with them to get it. 

Now, he has learned that his niece went 
on a ventilator the previous Saturday and 
now they are weening her off the ventilator. 

He said he would go down to Alabama 
again and insist they all get the vaccine. 

That’s some of what’s going on in his 
life concerning the coronavirus, so you can 
understand his stand on virtual meetings. 

kkk 

Also in last week’s editorial, we 
mentioned that Milton’s Pharmacy in 
Belleville had COVID-19 test kits. We 
had seen their sidewalk sign announcing 
the test kits the previous week. When we 
delivered papers this week, however, the 
test kit announcement had been removed. 
She said they got 300 kits and they were all 
gone, but she will be ordering them again. 
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She said they are very hard to get. 
xokk 

When we pulled into Harold’s U-Haul 
yard on Rawsonville Road to deliver 
papers last week, he had just two vehicles 
on hand. He usually has a lot of vehicles, 
but not this time. We asked him about it 
and he said most of the moves are one-way 
out of state. Of course, he has access to 
more vehicles. 

We received a news release from United 
Van Lines that said 57.7% of its Michigan 
moves were outbound from the state and 
only 42.3% were inbound. The company 
said in 2021 one-third (33.6%) of outbound 
moves from Michigan were due to jobs, 
while 28% cited family considerations. On 
the inbound side, 48% of those moving to 
Michigan cited family as the reason. 

Other reasons given for leaving the 
state were retirement (26.94%), lifestyle 
(16.44%), health (5.7%), and cost of living 
(1.83%). 

xokk 

On the invoice register report for the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees’ Jan. 18 
meeting, there was an employee settlement 
for former Belleville Area Museum 
Director Katie Dallos. It was a $10,000 
payment to Sommers Schwartz. 

Clerk Leon Wright said Dallos wanted 
the check made out to her attorney, so the 
attorney fee will be coming out of that 
$10,000. 

The museum has been closed since 
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March 2020 when COVID-19 arrived, 
reopened briefly on Sept. 7, 2021 and then 
closed two days later. It’s been closed ever 
since. Dallos was on furlough for most of 
the time the museum was closed and then, 
according to her Facebook post, she was 
terminated. 

Van Buren Township Supervisor Kevin 
McNamara told the Independent last 
week that the township 
would be having a 
public meeting on the 
museum in late March 
or April. Meanwhile, 
Davenport Brothers is 
beginning work on the 
planned connection 
of the museum to the 


former fire hall behind it. 
kkk 


Scott Jones bought the site of the former 
Stoney Creek Motorsports at the corner of 
High Street and West Columbia Avenue, 
Belleville, formerly owned by Bill Wolters, 
who retired. Wolters said Jones told him 
it was for his corporate headquarters 
for Belleville Main, LLC. That’s the 
corporation that’s building all the new 
stores in the fifth block of Main Street at 
the Belleville Bridge. 

Jones also has planned a housing 
development next to Sandy’s Marina in 
Van Buren Township and owns many, 
many acres of land in other parts of the 
township. 
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Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 
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Thank you for story on 
ordinance department 


To the editor: 

Thank you for the article on the Sumpter 
Township Ordinance Department in this 
week’s paper. The efforts of the township 
to rid the community of blight and the 
work of those three highlighted individuals 
specifically have been unfairly demonized 
repeatedly in letters to the editor. 

Over the past couple of years, the 
successes in cleaning up properties around 
the township are impressive and continue 
ramping up as we march into the future. 
Blight enforcement is, in many instances, 
not a once-and-done act. The day after their 
property is blight-free, many people will 
begin collecting junk again and start the 
problem anew -- a never-ending problem 
for the ordinance department but one they 
tackle with dedication, professionalism, 


and compassion. 

Again, thank you for the positive article 
on their fine work. As always, we ask 
anyone with concerns about the condition 
of any property in the township to reach 
out to the ordinance department for a 
proper investigation and enforcement, if 


appropriate. 


Eric B. Luke 
Director of Public Safety/ Chief of Police 
Sumpter Township 


Quilt Guild seeks 
donations for foster kids 


To the editor: 

The Western Wayne County Quilt Guild is 
driven by opportunities to spread kindness 
one quilt at a time. The new year is upon 
us, a year in which we can continue to help 
those in need within our community. 

The guild is currently making quilts for 
foster children. Foster children often go 
from home to home with the clothes on 
their backs and a trash bag full of their 
belongings. We are reaching out to all of 
you for supplies to help these children. 

We are asking for donations of duffel 
bags, suitcases, or toiletries. Let’s help 
these children feel the love we have to 
offer. If your New Year’s resolution is to 
make a difference in someone’s life, this is 
your perfect chance to do so. 

Donations can be dropped off to the front 
desk at the Belleville Area District Library, 
167 Fourth St., Belleville, MI, 48111. 

If you have any questions, I can be 
contacted at (734) 262-3322. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
Susie Jaszcz 
Western Wayne County Quilt Guild 


One Call Does It All... 


...At The Independent 
734-699-9020 
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Little League gearing up 
for another fun season 


To the editor: 

We hope everyone had a happy and 
safe holiday season and now that they 
are behind us the Van Buren Area Little 
League is gearing up for another fun-filled 
season of baseball and softball. 

The spring and fall seasons of VBALL 
were very successful with multiple 
teams participating in the Little League 
tournaments. We would like to thank all 
the coaches, players, parents, volunteers 
and sponsors that played a key role in the 
success of our seasons. 

If anyone would be interested in joining 
the board of Van Buren Area Little League 
we have positions available. We are looking 
for the following positions: secretary, chief 
umpire, field maintenance and player 
agent, and as in the past we always need 
help in the concession stand. 

Operating a successful Little League 
program takes help from several different 
people and although these positions are 
all volunteer you will find they are very 
rewarding when you are making an impact 
on the lives of young athletes. Those who 
are interested in volunteering can send us an 
email at vanburenarealittleleague@yahoo. 
com . If you are planning on registering 
your son or daughter, registration opened 
on Monday, Jan. 10, 2022 and will close 
on Monday, Feb. 28, 2022. Parents can go 
to _ http://www.vanburenarealittleleague. 
org, create an account and register your 
child. We offer a $15 discount for parents 
registering two players and a $30 discount 
for families registering three players. 

Each year our complex gets more 
improvements and our league gets better 
and better, so don’t miss your opportunity 
to watch some amazing young athletes 
play the greatest game on earth. Opening 
day will be May 7, 2022. Hope to see a lot 
of smiling faces! 


Marc Littleson, League President 
Van Buren Area Little League 


As 


AAA 


Jan. 20 — Ernesto Guzman 
Jan. 21 — Kathy Kovach 
Jan. 22 — Scott Russell 


. 23 — Andrea Vandenbergh 
. 24 — Angie Koste 
Jan. 26 — Stephanie Hunt, Alicia 
McGovern 
Feb. 14 — Andrew Davis 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020. 
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John Louis Nigg 


JOHN LOUIS NIGG 
(April 26, 1938 — January 11, 2022) 
John Louis Nigg, resident of Belleville, 
Michigan, and Naples, Florida, passed away 
after working together with his Surgeons at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Ann Arbor for over 70 days 
in the ICU. A fighter with a strong intellect and 
character, John’s will to live inspired those who 
knew him best up to his last breath. 
John is married to Patricia Lee Nigg (Pat) for 60 
years. His commitment and love for Pat, their 
love for each other, will remain eternally an 
inspiration to his family and those that know 
them. Pat never left John’s side and was there 
by his side holding his hand as he passed on. 
John grew up in Romulus and played football 
at Romulus High School. John also graduated 
from Wayne State University in Detroit with 
his undergraduate degree in business and his 
MBA. He worked the majority of his career at 
Ford Motor Company and retired from Ford. 
John was a continuous learner, skilled investor 
and real estate owner. He was also an athlete 
that focused on running. John ran multiple 
Detroit Free Press Marathons, qualified and ran 
multiple Boston Marathons. John was part of 
the Striders Runners Club. 
John is preceded by his mother Audrey Nigg, 
a ghost writer of gospel songs and a spiritual 
force. His father George Nigg, a good man who 
loved John and his family. 
John is survived by his wife Pat, his son Brock 
Nigg of New York, Connecticut and Oregon, 
Brock’s wife Heidi Lohrfink-Nigg, Brock and 
Heidi’s daughter, Emily Nigg of Trinity College 
in Connecticut, and his son Bruce Petrossian of 
Portland, Oregon. 
Both of John’s sons graduated from the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Bruce was 
Valedictorian of Belleville High School and 
Brock is founder and Chairman of the Board of 
iES MACH, a successful property technology 
company in NYC. Heidi Lohrfink-Nigg is an 
educator in Rye, New York, for 28 years. 
John and Pat traveled the world together and 
saw every place and thing they wanted to see 
and do. John loved fishing, boating and water 
skiing on Belleville Lake where the family 
has a house and in Naples on the Gulf. John 
loved watching his sons wrestle and compete. 
He encouraged and led by example the values 
of hard work, continuous learning and being 
responsible. John loved Michigan Football. He 
got to see Michigan finally beat Ohio while he 
was in the ICU. 
A good man, John knew his self-worth, and 
lived life by his values. John leaves a legacy of 
values that include the following: 

You get what you earn - work for it 

Don’t be an asshole 

Live within your means - be responsible 

Don’t assume - educate yourself and use your 
brain 
We will miss John and we know he is at peace 
with no regrets. He leaves those who love and 
know him a legacy that will continue to inspire. 
Go Blue, John! 
Visitation will be Thursday 4-8 PM, Friday 


12-5 PM, and 10-11 AM Saturday, January 
22, 2022, at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111. 
Interment will follow at Hillside Cemetery, 
Belleville, MI. www.davidcbrownfh.com 


LOUIS ALBERT LANKTON 

(January 22, 1949 — January 8, 2022) 

Age 72, of Ypsilanti Township, of COVID-19. 
Survived by three children, Leora, John, 
Stephanie; 11 grandchildren; 8 great- 
grandchildren; his loving companion Angela 
and her 4 children. Brown Funeral Home. 


ROBERT LORNE AYRES 

(January 23, 1924 — December 14, 2021) 

The memorial service scheduled for Jan. 23 at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dearborn, has been 
postponed due to COVID-19. 


To build a better world, 
start in your own community 
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Court Watching: 
Final conference 


continued to March 14 
in Bailey murder cases 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Raymond Lee Bailey, 38, of Wyandotte 
who is charged with murdering four 
people in Sumpter Township on Aug. 15, 
2020, had what was called his sixth “final 
conference” Jan. 13 before Wayne County 
Circuit Court Judge Kelly Ramsey and the 
conference was continued until March 14. 

Bailey has been in the Wayne County Jail 
without bond since his arraignment on Aug. 
19, 2020. He was bound over to circuit 
court at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 
by 34" District Judge Lisa Martin on April 
26, 2021. Besides the four, first-degree 
murder charges, Bailey is charged with 
four felony firearm charges. Conviction on 


just one murder charge could bring life in 
prison. 

He is charged with the shooting deaths of 
his former fiancée and her sister and their 
two cousins: Laura Tanner, Sarah Tanner 
Grupa, and Neil and Forrest Sampson 
in Laura’s home in the 24900 block of 
Martinsville Rd. in Sumpter Township. 

Bailey had been charged with domestic 
abuse and assault to do great bodily harm 
less than murder (felony assault) at 34" 
District Court in November 2019, but both 
charges were dropped. The domestic abuse 
charge was dismissed without prejudice 
when the victim, Laura Tanner, did not 
come to court to testify against him. 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 
bellevilleareaindependent.com 


ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate 


734-697-6655 
Fax: (734) 697-3531 


P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112 IN y 
Broker 


EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net 
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com 
Bhs: Residential ** Commercial * Vacant ¥ Repos ¥ Short Sales 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 
(734) 699-3641 
Fax: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


ry 
A Division of 


Services, LLC 
rr 
& Maintenance 
Services 


RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 


Residential Moving and Maintenance services 


Handyman Services 
Moving Services Available 
Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces 
Plumbing Services 
Snow Removal Services 
Roof Snow Removal 
P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 
Phone: 734-772-4964 


Website: www.blmoving.com 


Email: blservices1 990@gmail.com 


ivy 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 
- Sports Rehab - Back & Neck Pain 
- Arthritis Relief — - Running Analysis 
- Leg & Knee Pain - Headache Treatment 


Call to book an appointment 
(734) 489-6440 


540 Main, Belleville / ivyrehab.com 


ADOPTIONS BY APPOINTMENT, MONDAY - SATURDAY 
11 A.M. - 3 P.M. CALL 734-461-9458 


Where = 734-461-9458 
and 
People Meet. Y} a` Visit us @ 

í fmar1.org 


Adoptions By 

Appointment. E on 
Promoting a 

Healthy Friends of nal 


momen Animals Ai 


Free Estimates 
Service & Repair 
Drain epee 
Gas Lines & More 


OTa 
aN 
PLUMBING 


Caleb Windiate 
734.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


All Insurances Welcome 


feu MPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
COLLISIORI Onsite Rental Cars 


yw “AFem R.V. Repair 
James Chudzinski - Owner i ì Auto Glass 


Kevin Schewe - Manager 


21585 Sumpter Rd. Cae | Motorcycle 
Belleville, MI 48111 y & Watercraft 
734.699.7758 pean 

* jim@sumptercollision.com See 2 
www.sumptercollision.com HE TRAINED 


PLUMEBOBAUTOMOTIVE.COM 
PLUMPPOPAUTOMOTIVE@ YAHOO.COM 


rOMOTIVE 
7A = G5 Ga / DOS 


6797 MIDDLEBELT RD. ROMULUS, MI 4 40174 
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Daud C. Brun Funeral Fome 


SERVING THE ComMUNITY FOR 
OVER 38 YEARS 


SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 
& Van Buren TownsuiP 


Specializing in Celebration of Life Services. 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
(734) 697-4500 


David C. Brown, Manager « Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director 
Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Higgerson & Neal 
Funeral Home 


Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932 


209 Main Street 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 


734-697-9400 


VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM 


HIGGERSON & NEAL 


— =y 
Funeral Home 
ROBERTS BROTHERS C A E 

4 Fhemihy Tradita 


= a 


734 - 482 - 6000 
320 N. Washington - Ypsilanti, MI 
Christopher Janowiak — Licensed Manager 


JAN OWIAK 734 - 699 - 6000 
FUNERAL HOME 


pann. L a Geoffrey Janowiak — Licensed Manager 
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST 


janowiakfuneralhome.com 


Funeral Service 


Funeral Service with Burial | with Cremation to Follow 


Service Charge ............sss....v:+111.-- +11- $4,990.00 | Service Charge -s.ni $4,990:00 

Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,450.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket............... $1,095.00 

Concrete Outer Burial Container ...... $780.00 Register Book Package..................065 $145.00 

Register Book Package 00. $146.00 Crematory... Miun AA $185.00 
Cremation Authorization ....................... $75.00 

a onc A $7,365.00 Washtenaw & Wayne Counties 

Same Day Service ou... ccc $6,870.00 MOtal -aaee ha nea r $6,490.00 


Monday — Friday 


Same Day Service 
Monday - Friday 


Simplified Includes arrangement conference, 


local transportation, crematory, 


$5,995.00 


Our 1959 Capittac 
Hearse Is AvAILABLE’ 
i. eS) 


Je” 


Cremation 


$1,795 


*Certain restrictions apply. 


cremation container, 


website obituary 


and video tribute. 


*RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee. 


19865 Sumpter Road - Belleville, MI 


HUBERT RAY NICKS 

(August 27, 1925 — January 13, 2022) 

Hubert Ray Nicks, age 96, of Ypsilanti, MI, 
passed away Thursday, January 13, 2022, at 
his grandson Brandon’s home, surrounded 
by family. He was born August 27, 1925, in 
Dickson County, Tennessee, son of Albert H. 
Nicks & Mary (Grimes) Nicks. He was drafted 
into the U.S. Navy where he served in World 
War II as a signalman. He returned from the war 
and then graduated from Charlotte high school, 
class of 1947. He was a commercial pilot, and 
car salesman, as a life-long career. He was a 
member of Ann Arbor Federation of Musicians 
in 1968 and a member of the Democratic Club 
of Taylor. He enjoyed playing guitar, playing at 
different clubs around Ypsilanti, and spending 
time with his family and friends. He was an 
honest man and was well respected by all who 
knew him. 

Mr. Nicks is survived by son Kenneth Ray 
(Cindy) Nicks of Ypsilanti, MI; 3 grandsons: 
Brandon (Kellie) Nicks of Belleville, MI, 
and Casey Nicks and Shawn Nicks, both of 
Ypsilanti, MI; 5 great-grandchildren: Preston, 
Celia, Jewel, Jesse, and Owen; brother John 
Nicks of Newfoundland, Canada; sister Ruth 
Proctor of Charlotte, TN; half-brother Willard 
Nicks of Gainesboro, Tennessee; lifelong friend 
Gary Daley; and loving companion and friend 
D. Jean Wilder of Belleville, MI; also survived 
by numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. He was preceded death by his 
parents, also two brothers Preston Nicks and 
Paul Nicks, also a sister Peggy Batey. 
Visitation was 12-8 PM Tuesday and 10-11 AM 
Wednesday, January 19,2022, with an 11:00 AM 
Funeral at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 
697-4500. Pastor Chad Brendtke officiated. 
Interment followed in Soop Cemetery, Van 
Buren Township, MI. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Disabled Veterans and would be appreciated. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 
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Barbara June Story 


BARBARA JUNE STORY 

(October 21, 1931 — January 11, 2022) 

Barbara June Story, age 90, longtime Belleville 
resident, passed away Tuesday, January 11, 
2022, at Brookdale Senior Living, Ann Arbor, 
MI. She was born October 21, 1931, in Detroit, 
MI, daughter of Cyril & Emily (Crutchley) 
Longstaff. She graduated from Bentley High 
School, class of 1949. Soon after, she married V. 
Dale Story. He preceded her in death on January 
9, 2006, after 55 years of marriage. Barb loved 
the outdoors and their 8-acre homestead: bird 
watching, mowing, gardening, and teaching 
all her grandchildren how to swim. She was 
a longtime and active member of Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Belleville, for many years. 
She enjoyed helping with funeral luncheons, 
Strawberry Festival activities, and hosting the 
annual CROP Walk. Barb also loved animals, 
had many pets over the years, and enjoyed 
volunteering at Friends of Michigan Animal 
Rescue (FMAR). She loved baseball games and 
was a huge fan of the Detroit Tigers. She also 
enjoyed watching General Hospital. 

She is survived by four daughters: Sandra 
(Bob) Seaton of Belleville, MI, Laura Munro 
of Dundee, MI, Susan (Truong) Hang of 
Belleville, MI, and April Hale of Romulus, 
MI; 7 grandchildren: Michael, Mark, Jennifer, 
Jade, Chelsea, Tia, and Holly; two great- 
grandchildren: Taylor and Dylan; also, 
numerous extended family and friends. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, husband Dale 
Story, also a sister, Delphie Eagle. 

A gathering will be held 12-2 PM Sunday, 
January 23, 2022, with a 2 PM Memorial 
Service at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 
697-4500. Rev. Sally Boelter will officiate. Due 
to the current Pandemic, it will be required to 
wear a mask while inside the funeral home. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to FMAR and would be appreciated. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


COVID-19 deaths 
in 48111 rises to 108, 
positive tests at 7,624 


The number of people who have died from 
COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code rose to 108 as 
of Monday, Jan. 17, according to figures from 
the Wayne County Health Department. This is 
up from 94 last week where it has been since 
Christmas. 

The positive tests for COVID-19 in 48111 
totaled 7,624 on Monday, Jan. 17, up from 7,097 
on Monday, Jan. 10. 

On Monday, Jan. 17, the separate totals released 
by the Wayne County Health Department for the 
tri-community were: Van Buren Township, 5,196 
positive cases, 61 deaths; City of Belleville, 924 
positive cases, 22 deaths; and Sumpter Township 
1,504 positive cases, 25 deaths. 

The Van Buren Public Schools had 75 positive 
cases on the week it came back from winter 
break, Jan. 4-7 and 71 cases Jan. 10-13, with no 
cases posted for Jan. 14. That makes a total of 
432 positive cases posted since the beginning of 
the school year. 
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Minding 


Your Business 
with Bob Mytych 


Professional Tree Service and owner Tom 
Korte specializes in large and hazardous 
tree removal, with 24-hour emergency 
service, free estimates, and discounts for 
senior citizens. Korte also offers regular 
services such as tree stump removal, 
trimming, shrub removal, and much more. 
He’s licensed and insured and provides 
expert crane service. Need firewood? 
Korte will deliver. Mention their ad in 
today’s paper and get 10% off. Call (734) 
864-2243 or (734) 664-9285. 

KKK 

“Small Business Savvy” is the title 
program of presentations by (Camiel 
Davenport, a local business strategy coach, 
coming to the Belleville Area District 
Library on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at 7 p.m. 
Davenport will be presenting on several 
topics to anyone pursuing a small business 
venture. “Starting Your Business” is the 
program up first. Registration is required 
and can be made online at www.belleville. 
lib.mi.us or by phone at (734) 699-3291. 
See their ad in today’s paper. 

KKK 

Dine to Donate to benefit Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue on Feb. 13, from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Aubree’s on Whittaker 
Road in Ypsilanti. Dining patrons will be 
donating 10% of their bill to the shelter 
with their Dine to Donate flyer, available 
on FMAR’s Facebook page. Call (734) 
461-9458. To see adoptable pet profiles or 
for other ways to support the no-kill shelter 
located in Sumpter Township, visit www. 


friendsofmichigan.org . 


KKK 


The reconstruction of Huron River Drive 
from Sibley Road to the intersection at 
Hannan Road at McNasty’s Bar in New 
Boston is completely done and open to 
traffic. When the weather breaks this spring, 
Wayne County will be expanding the new 
concrete road and sewer project east of that 
intersection and through the curve in that 
portion of the village downtown. It’s much 
needed. There’s talk that the Applefest will 
be returning, too. Finally. The former New 
Boston Pharmacy location will be having a 
new business in there soon and the former 
River’s Edge Café/Tiffany’s on the River 
restaurant downtown will be re-opening 
with a new owner. We’re told this by an 
intel source on the ground there, aka my 


brother Tom. Details to come. 
KKK 

I love the new Atchinson Ford ad on our 
back page. It features photos of employees 
and customers as they say thank you to 
the community for making them the 36" 
ranked dealership in the United States for 
2021. Their sub-slogan they’ve adopted 
says it all: “Where Ford Meets Family.” 
Congratulations! 

KKK 
Last week’s column should have 

read the Van Buren Area Little League 
(VBALL instead of BALL) is open 
to player registration for baseball and 
softball for the spring 2022 season. My 
apology. The league has board positions 
available, along with help needed in field 
maintenance, concessions, and other 
volunteers. Opening day is May 7. Visit 
www.vanburenarealittleleague.org and 
email league president Marc Littleson at 
marclittleson@yahoo.com. Do you have 
empty cans and bottles lying around? The 
league will take them and will always 
arrange a pick-up, with the proceeds going 
to the organization. Sponsorships are also 
available. 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Monday, Jan. 24 — Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons. 

e Tuesday, Jan. 25 -- Sumpter Township 
meeting, 6 p.m. 

e Wednesday, Jan. 26 — Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m. 

e Monday, Jan. 31 — Belleville City 
Council strategic planning session starts at 
6 p.m. at city hall. Public invited to watch, 
but may not participate. 


SPECIALIZING IN LARGE AND Hazarpous RemovaLs 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 


Futty INSURED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 


EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 


Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
10% OFF MENTION AD 
Call Joe (734) 664-9285 


SERVICE CALLS — ONLY °49.95 
© Air Temperature Control, Inc. 


HEATING AND COOLING 
SALES ° SERVICE ®° PARTS 
LICENSED & Insurep © FINANCING AVAILABLE 


e Furnaces e Air Conditioners e Water Heaters e Humidifiers 
e Indoor Air Quality Products e Duct Cleaning e CO Testing 


e Whole House Generators 


687 E. HURON RIVER DR., SUITE 2B 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 www.ArcHeatincAnpCooinc.com 


134-697-8288 
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WE ARE NOW OPEN AND HAVE IMPLEMENTED PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES TO SERVE YOU SAFELY. 
“Serving the community for over 20 years.” 


CROWNS œ ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS œ FILLINGS 
WHITENING ¢ BONDING • DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) ' Wf 


el Maisie | HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL 
Affordable Prices! 


Accepting Blue Cross Complete, 
SENIOR & MILITARY United Health, Molina, Wellcare, 
DISCOUNTS 


Meridian & Medicaid! 


SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734-697-5477 


Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville 
Flippers Available. 


OUTED A G NEW PATIENT Sq Qag ==, 


COUPON aX Ai l 


(IN BELLE PLaza) 


To build a better world, 
start in your own community! 


Beltone 


KICKING OFF 2022 WITHA 


We are inviting 20 clients from this area 


To Imagine LIFE DIFFERENTLY 


e Imagine Natural Sound 
DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT THE BIRDS SOUNDS LIKE? 


Imagine Being Connected 
UNDERSTANDING PHONE CONVERSATIONS AGAIN. 


Imagine Versatile Instruments 
BASED ON YOUR CUSTOM PRESCRIPTION 


Imagine Personal Care 
YOU’RE IMPORTANT AND YOU MATTER! 


Imagine Convenience 
NO MORE DEAD BATTERIES! 


APPOINTMENT TIMES ARE LIMITED 


Hurry! Call now to schedule your FREE hearing screening! 


= ` 734-256-4113 
a Bel he 889 Sumpter Rd. 


Belleville 


www .beltonehearingaid.com 


Following CDC Guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available. 
Beltone 2022™ 
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ORPHAN 
y) OF Tals 
Knimats escue | WEEK 


She’s your typical sweet Husky 
girl. We believe she is about 7 
years old but still has a ton of 
energy and spunk left for years to 
come. She loves to go for walks, 
play with her toys and of course 
chat up a storm! came 
to us as an owner surrender; we 
were told the home was even 
too hectic for a husky. We were 
informed she lost her eye due to a 
dog attack earlier in her life. Only 
having one eye doesn’t slow her 
down one bit or take away from 
her very attractive looks. 
does tend to be vocal and high 
energy making a house a better 
living arrangement versus an 
apartment or townhouse. She 
was said to have lived with 
children previously, however 
she can be a bit overwhelmed 
by toddler energy and it’s 
recommended she go to a home 
with older children or teenagers. 

does not get along with 
cats at all. She doesn’t seem to 
have much desire to live with 
other dogs either so will do best 
as an only pet. 

is spayed, micro- 

chipped, Heart-worm negative 
and up to date on vaccines. 
Visit our website 


to fill out 
an application to meet her. 
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Township Supervisor wants Sumpter to have its own museum 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
At the in-person Jan. 11 workshop 
before the regular meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees, resident Mary 
Sherwood asked, “What are we going to do 
about the museum?” 


“Tt’s a shame to have it closed,” she said. 


Happy New Year 


“For almost two years.” She said many 


people have enjoyed the museum. 
Trustee/Deputy Supervisor Tim Rush 
said Sumpter gives $10,000 a year to Van 
Buren Township to support the Belleville 
Area Museum, but the township has no say 
in how the museum is run. 
“Tt think it should be opened again,” 


We look forward to 2022 and celebrating our 25th 


year of business with all of you! 


eeu DESIGNS 


330 W. COLUMBIA AVE, BELLEVILLE MI 48111 
734.699.3951 


WWW.TEAMDESIGNSSALON.NET 


AMC = 


f VAN BUREN 


ANIMAL 
MEDICAL 


| CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 


Scott Driscoll, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, 


Keri Dasher, DVM 
elleville, MI 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


Sherwood insisted. 

“Td like to see our own museum with our 
own artifacts, so we can open it when we 
want to,” said Supervisor Tim Bowman, 
repeating what he has said at previous 
meetings. 

“If Van Buren Township says close it, we 
have nothing to say about it,” Supervisor 
Bowman said of the current museum. 

“Please, do what you can,” Sherwood 
urged the board. 

Trustee Peggy Morgan said a lot of things 
were scheduled at the museum and then it 
closed. She said it’s supposed to reopen. 

Trustee Rush said the company he works 
for does almost all of the security for Van 
Buren Township and the township did a big 
investment in the museum. 

“Don’t forget it. Please,” Sherwood said. 


The Belleville 

Area Museum 

is closed until 
further notice. 


10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD* 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ° Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding 


Free Estimates ° Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


TNTTREE.COM 
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE. 


All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection 


“Air DOCTORS’ œ È 


Heating ° Air Conditioning ¢ Refrigeration ¢ Duct Cleaning — 


Furnace eit e Insurance Claims ¢ Boiler Specialists 


Connect 
with us 


CALL 734-390-4922 


l 
ı TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC ! 


ANY AIR 
WITH COMBUSTION | HUMIDIFIER & 
CONDITIONER OR ATIN 
| ANALYZER 1 ” FURNACE AUDIT AIR PURIFIER HEATING 


Not valid with any other offer. I 
I Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. 
With C&G coupon. Must present coupon I 
I at time of service. Some restrictions apply. 


INSTALLATION 


Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 


Not valid with any other offer. 
Some restrictions may apply. 
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. 
With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only. 


i 
ENERGY 
l 
l 


Not valid with any other offer. 


] Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. | = Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. 
With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only. 


Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate. Ll coupon at time of quote. Limited time eny T Must present coupon at time of service. I Must present coupon at time of service. Ls present coupon at time of service. 


J 


J 
` ANY A/C OR 
| SERVICE 


Not valid with any other offer. 


With C&G coupon e Limited Time Only. 


ee 
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District Library Board reelects Sharon Peters as chairman for 2022 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
Sharon Peters was reelected chairperson 
of the Belleville Area District Library 
Board at its regular, in-person meeting on 
Jan. 11. 
The other officers were reelected as well: 
+ , vice chairperson Mary 
Jane Dawson, secretary 
my) Alma Hughes-Grubbs 
& and treasurer Tonya 
Stoudemire. 
The motion by 
John Juriga to reelect 
everybody included 
Sharon Peters the committee 
members, but that was eliminated from the 
motion because the chairperson appoints 
committee members with their approval. 
Chairperson Peters asked committee 
members to let her know if they wished 
to serve on a different committee this year 
before she makes the appointments. 
There had been no marketing committee 
meeting during the past month, but Library 
Director Mary Jo Suchy said they are 


Heidi Gohl, Nakeya 
Cooper on SNHU 
President’s List 


MANCHESTER, NH - Heidi Gohl and 
Nakeya Cooper of Belleville have been named 
to the Southern New Hampshire University 
(SNHU) Fall 2021 President’s List. 

Full-time undergraduate students who have 
earned a minimum grade-point average of 
3.70 and above are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by earning 
12 credits; undergraduate day students must 
earn 12 credits in the fall or spring semester, 
and online students must earn 12 credits in 
either EW1 & EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 
& EW6. 

Southern New Hampshire University is a 
private, nonprofit institution with an 89-year 
history of educating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. 

Now serving more than 160,000 learners 
worldwide, SNHU offers approximately 
200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and 
certificate programs, available online and on 
its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. 


working on special invitations for the 
donors’ event. She said the final order 
has been made for the signs and they are 
expected to be delivered Feb. 9 and should 
all be installed by March 3, just in time for 
the donors’ party on March 11. 

Director Suchy said they are working to 
get Paul Keller to play for both the donors’ 
event and the grand opening event. 

“We're still looking at the COVID 
number, hoping it will go down as fast as it 
went up,” Suchy said. 

“We are hopeful COVID will allow 
us to have the schedules we planned,” 
Peters added. She said the date of the next 
marketing meeting will be determined 
after the board meeting when everyone can 
compare calendars. Hughes-Grubbs and 
Dawson are the official members of that 
committee. Dawson was absent from the 
Jan. 11 meeting. 

“A wonderful time it will be,” 
of the library events. 

In other business at the 52-minute 
meeting, the board: 

e Heard treasurer Stoudemire announce 
the library had another clean audit. Suchy 
said the construction expenses will be done 


OUR DAILY SPECIALS 


TUESDAY: $3.50 Fish Tacos, $4 Shrimp Tacos, 
$3 Beef Tacos w/Purchase of 
Beverage. ALL DAY 
WEDNESDAY: AYCE Fish Fry, 4pm-8pm 
THURSDAY: 20% Off All Pastas. ALL DAY 
FRIDAY: Steak & Shrimp with 2 Regular 
Sides: $25. Starts at 4pm. 
SATURDAY: AYCE Shrimp w/One Side: 
$19.99. Add (5) Coco Shrimp $5. 
Starts at 4pm. 
SUNDAY: Brunch Buffet 12pm-4pm. $17.99 
Adults, $9.99 Kids Under 10. 


KircHen CLoses 1 Hour Berore CLOSING Time. 


pavou 


Peters said 


Tues. — THURS. 
11am-10Pm 
Fri. 11am-11Pm 
SATURDAY 
12noon-11Pm 
Sunpay 
12noon-10Pm 


734-697-2300 


404 Main St., Belleville 
Www.THEBayouGRILL.com 


HONESTY IS OUR POLICY 
Lonnie s $h 
Auro REPAIR 


NEW CUSTOMERS GET 
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: 


I 
I 
1 GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 
i RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE i 


: WITH COUPON * LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-22 ay 


SENIORS, VETERANS & |! 
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 


I 
I 
I 
| 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL! 


WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1 31 -22 2 aly 


1 Disc BRAKE SPECIAL 1 1 DON'T GET STRANDED THIS WINTER! 1 


į Lasor, STARTING at $300 or Less! 


Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. i 
T WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-22 al L 


50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 


1 Premium Paps & Rotors, INCLUDES i VEHICLE CHECK $4 9”: l 


Belts, Hoses, Etc. 


WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-22 oad 


at the end of this fiscal year on June 30; 

e Heard Suchy report that she feels like 
she is in the movie “Groundhog Day” as 
COVID yet again causes the library issues. 
She said over the past two weeks she has 
had eight staff members with COVID 
exposures over the holidays. She said so far 
they are juggling schedules, but they may 
have to invoke some temporary closures if 
numbers continue to climb. She said she 
currently is requiring all staff to mask up 
when they are in the public areas of the 
building. “I am hoping the latest wave will 
be short,’ she said. Suchy said she filled 
in as teacher for a computer class at the 
Sumpter branch and they had five students; 

e Heard Joy Cichewicz report that there 


# contact your instructor, Janet Deaton 


janet@dogsbyjanet.com % (734) 604-1720 
see dogsbyjanet.com for terms and schedules 


are too many staff members with COVID 
at the library in Ypsilanti where she is 
director. She said Santa backed out of an 
event they had planned for children. “They 
all got it from the holidays,” she said, noting 
she watches the COVID numbers in the 
Independent and their numbers in Ypsilanti 
are five times Belleville’s numbers; 

e Heard Peters say her children and 
grandchildren are in Chicago, New 
Orleans, and New York and they all got 
COVID for Christmas; and 

e Heard Juriga say he would like to get a 
grant for the library to hire a social worker 
to help people get jobs. Linda Priest said 
homeless people use libraries and a social 
worker could help them. 


*% All breeds, ages 
% Positive reinforcement 
* Small class sizes 


$ Enroll for beginner or 
puppy class this month 


dogs by janet ~ Belleville 


© 2021 D? Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA 


D İİ RE C T O RY 


BELLEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD 
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
Sunday Bible Classes — 10:00 a.m. (all ages) 
Zoe Kids & Adult Worship — 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday classes & clubs 7:00 p.m. Join us on 
Facebook Live & bellevillecog.online.church 


=p BETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


Faith Assembly Church 
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 
Sunday @ 10 am - Small Groups Adults, Teens & Kids 
11 am - Contemporary Worship 
Wednesday @ 7 pm - Bible Study, Kid’s Class & Youth Group 
Join Us In The Building or Online On Facebook & YouTube. 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 

(734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
" Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 
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Sumpter Township brings back former financial director 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Scott Holtz, former financial director of 
Sumpter, was reinstated in his position with 
a wage of $80,000 with a 6-1 vote at the Jan. 
11 regular meeting of the Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees. He was scheduled to 
begin work the next day. The board directed 
township attorney Rob Young to draw up a 
one-year contract. 

Trustee Peggy Morgan voted against the 
motion to hire Holtz, who had resigned with 
one week’s notice in April 2019 to take a 
job with Lenawee County at an office a few 
blocks from his home in Adrian. 

At the time of his resignation, Trustee 
Morgan, who was then former treasurer, 
said she was so happy Holtz was leaving. 
She said he messed up her retirement 
benefits and he kept postponing things that 
needed to be done. 

Holtz replaces Michelle Cole, who 
resigned Nov. 29 with one week’s notice. 

When he first was hired on Oct. 16, 2017 
he replaced the retiring Jim Glahn, CPA. 

The hiring was not on the Jan. 11 agenda 
and was discussed at the workshop and then 
added to the agenda at the regular meeting 
that followed. 

Clerk Esther Hurst said Holtz is no longer 
at his previous job and maybe he could be 
financial director for Sumpter. 

Trustee Morgan was surprised because this 
had never been discussed publicly. Then she 
said she realizes everyone else on the board 
knew, but they didn’t tell her. 

She suggested having Plante Moran 
handle that position and Clerk Hurst said 
she would prefer having someone inside the 


office being finance director. 

Trustee Matt Oddy said they discussed it 
at the committee level raised the salary to 
attract a candidate. 

“This is fantastic,’ Trustee Oddy said. 
“Scott was exemplary. Plante Moran has a 
cost of $175 an hour and it would cost three 
times more than having on inside.” 

Clerk Hurst said her office is handling the 
pay process and other things the financial 
director had handled. She said over 
Christmas the paper checks didn’t get to 
the township. She said her staff is getting 
burned out. They also need someone to 
handle human resources. 

Oddy said the committee agreed they 
needed to hire a township administrator 
with human resources ability. 

“We keep going back to the same 
thing,” Trustee Morgan said of a township 
administrator. She said Cole did her job but 
she wasn’t supported. 

Oddy said she told everyone she loved 
working here. He asked if that wasn’t true. 

Morgan said the township shouldn’t even 
have an administrator and Oddy said that’s 
her opinion. 

In other business at the Jan. 11 meeting, 
the board: 

e Approved the proposal by Burnham 
and Flower for the Blue Care Network 
Medical/Rx at an annual cost of $414,775, 
VSP Vision at an annual cost of $2,148, and 
Delta Dental at an annual cost premium 
increase of 0.88% per enrolled employee, 
effective Feb. 1; 

e Approved PSALZ,LLP to conduct the 
2021-22 financial audit at a cost of $15,400 
and, if required, the Single Audit (A133 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 
Licensed and Insured -° Free Estimates ° Furnaces -° Boilers 


Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


EXPRESS TIRE 


AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-2424 


e State-Certified Mechanics ° Oil Changes ° Tune-Ups ° 
e Brakes ° Shocks/Struts ¢ Front-End Work « 


¢ Alignments ¢ Batteries ° Charging Systems e 
e Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes « 
e Check-Engine Light Diagnostics ° 


Hours: 
Monpay - Fripay 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ° SaturDays 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 P.M. 


Visir www.EXPRESSTIREMI.com For 
Diairac Coupons & Tire Pricina! 


Federal Funds Compliance) at a cost of 
$10,000; 

e Approved terminating the employment of 
probationary fire fighter Jacob Kosikowski, 
who had been with the department four 
months before leaving for the military and 
asking the department to hold his position 
while he was away; 

e Approved promoting fire Lt. Jamie Good 
to captain. Public Safety Director/Police 
Chief Eric Luke said when the fire chief was 
promoted it left a vacancy and Good passed 
the promotional written test in December. 
He said Good is an asset to the department; 

e Approved training of a union employee to 
serve as backup to the Water Billing Clerk. 
BS&A training was quoted at $1,125 for 
the day and all employees were invited to 
participate. Treasurer Vincent Warren said 
the goal is to cross-train his staff so they can 
fill in for each other when necessary; 

e Added to the agenda at the meeting and 
then approved an opting out resolution as 
required by state law if a municipality is not 
contributing 

e Approved adding to the agenda at the end 
of the meeting, as moved by Trustee Matt 
Oddy, and then passed, 6-1, a motion to 
move forward on advertising for a township 
administrator. Former financial director 
Cole had also been deputy supervisor. 
The deputy supervisor job was taken off 
the job description. The salary should be 
commensurate with experience, Oddy said; 

e Discussed in the workshop that B&M 
Crane is moving its crane into the back 
location behind the DPW/Recycling area. 
They will do the work they need to do 
and then leave. The township insurance 
company said it was OK as long as they had 
insurance; 

e Heard Clerk Hurst say, during the 
workshop, that she wants to have a policy 
on the pay process and handling, which 
involves ACH and PaperCopy Checks. She 
said her office can only do so much and, “I 
don’t want to wear my staff out”; 

e Heard Oddy try to add another item 
to the agenda: the planning commission’s 
recommendation to approve a text change 
in the zoning ordinance that allows 
used car dealerships. The owner of the 
slaughterhouse on Bemis Road, next to 
Fox Auto and Insurance Auto Auction lots, 
wants to add used cars to use of his property. 
Attorney Young said this hasn’t been put 
into resolution form yet and Clerk Hurst 


152 Wain St. 


(Suite 17 
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said usually they have a resolution and a 
number. She asked if anything was pressing 
and when told it wasn’t, she said, “I’d like 
to see a resolution”; 

e Heard Supervisor Tim Bowman announce 
that 50 stockings were given out for the 
Christmas event for children, the township 
hall would be closed Jan. 17 for Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, and Sumpter Township 
got a perfect score for the assessing done by 
WCA Assessing Services; 

e Heard Oddy thank the supervisor and 
clerk for keeping board members informed 
with reports coming out of the supervisor’s 
office; 

e Heard Young report all the municipalities 
in the 34" District Court jurisdiction now 
are taking their juvenile matters to the 
district court instead of downtown Detroit. 
He also said the township is in court on a 
number of issues with the ordinances and 
they are leaning on property owners. There 
are a number of dangerous buildings that 
were discussed at a Dangerous Buildings 
hearing, but most didn’t require demolition. 
He said many complied with the ordinance, 
but it’s never 100%; 

e Heard Public Safety Director/Police 
Chief Luke report that there were no 
homicides last year and an incident that 
was initially misreported was on their list 
but shouldn’t be. He said the average police 
response time is less than three minutes. He 
also reported the township runs a warming/ 
cooling center at the community center and 
offers 24-hour shelter, if necessary. He said 
Sumpter is one of only nine communities of 
43 in the county that offers this. He said the 
person who complains that Sumpter should 
put its warming/cooling center service on 
the township sign, instead of on the website 
or Facebook, “makes me angry” because the 
letter writer gives “bad information.” The 
person who is critical says many people in 
Sumpter do not have computers and many 
don’t even have phones, but they do drive 
by the community center; 

e Heard Trustee Don LaPorte make a 
motion for an item not on the agenda, 
seconded by Hurst, to have the supervisor’s 
office do six-month performance reviews 
on DPW Director John Danci and Fire 
Chief Rick Brown. Trustee LaPorte said it 
was just a formality; and 

e Heard Trustee LaPorte remind residents 
that there are free smoke detectors at the 
clerk’s office and fire department. 


anning ®© Probate @ Cuminal Lw 
© Family Law © Propety Luo 


Call 34-718 -8574 


Bedleville, Vich. 48111 www camyeversalelau com 
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Thoughts on voting 


This letter to the editor of an unknown paper 
(probably the Ypsilanti Press) was published 
in the late 1960s. The writer died last year 
the Agent Orange he had contact with while 
fighting in Vietnam. His ex-wife Caroline 
Dempsey of Van Buren Township said this 
clipping was found in her attic when it was 
being cleaned out recently and she wanted 
to share it. It was suggested she take it to the 
newspaper and she did. 


To the editor: 

Though it would seem very unlikely, I 
suppose the Federal Government could 
enact legislation which would require all 
citizenry 18 and over to register and vote. 
Now, in Australia, voting is compulsory and 
the penalty for not doing so was a $4.50 fine 
when last I was there. To give you some idea 
of the cost of the $4.50 fine, I earned $1.25 
(net pay) an hour working as an unskilled 
welder in a non-union factory in South 
Australia. However, I was not required to 
register to vote and I might add that I received 
a fair day’s wages for a fair day’s work. The 
fine for not wearing a shoulder safety belt 
while riding in an automobile was $15.00. I 
paid it with no Barney though I cried in my 
beer for two weeks like a Wowser. Being 
the Sticky-beak that I am, I found that the 
average Australian, that I talked with, knew 
even less about his own government than I 
did of mine. 

With regards to my own voting record, I 
registered to vote (with no fanfare) at the age 
of 21 years and upon doing so I promised 
myself that as long as I complained daily 
about the United States of America and all 
the injustice therein, I would cast my vote in 
each and every election it was my privilege 
to do so. To the best of my knowledge, I have 
not broken faith with that promise, of eight 
years ago, in any way. As a matter of fact, I 
voted via absentee ballot from the highlands 
of Vietnam, the slopes of Norway, and the 
golden plains of Australia. 

I’ve been hoodwinked by some of the 
shrewdest disciples of Machiavellianism 
ever unleashed in an election. Indeed, I’ve 
helped to elect in one capacity or another, 
just about every political parasite under the 
red, white, and blue canopy of our Great 
Republic. 

Yes, my fellow Americans, I’d do it all over 
again — if only out of spite. See you at the 
polls. 

Barney: An argument. 

Wowser: A strait-laced fanatic. 

Stickey-beak: An inquisitive person. 

Fellow American: 

James H. Albertson, Ypsilanti. 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


AUCTION WANTED SERVICES 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC 
6130 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI 
48111 
(734)-482-1502 
Notice is hereby given that on 1/26/22 at 
12:00 P.M. thru 2/2/22 at 12:00 P.M. 
contents of the following storage units 
will be sold online at: 
Bid13.com 
SPACE # F71 — Raymond Holly Jr.; SPACE 
#G9 & J2 — Kerri McElmeel; SPACE # F1 — 
Allen Ward 
Unit(s) may or may not include the 
following: household items, recreational 
items, appliances, furniture, seasonal 


decorations, and tools. 
Publish: January 20, 2022, January 27, 2022 


FOR SALE 


SET OF 4 WINTER TIRES w/rims 
for Chrysler products w/rear wheel 
drive. Size 225 70 18”. $500 OBO. 
(734) 325-5197 

TIME SHARE FOR SALE. Two weeks 
$1,500 OBO. Destin Holiday Beach 
Resort in Florida. (734) 699-2248 
SEASONED FIREWOOD. $110/face 
cord. Free local delivery with purchase of 
three face cords. All oak, maple hardwood. 
Terry (313) 300-3344 
FIREWOOD OAK SEASONED. $85. 
All Oak — no junk wood. No rot. No bugs. 
Will help load, 12333 Sumpter Road. 
(734) 770-1013 


01/27 


01/27 


01/27 


01/27 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 
ANY CONDITION OK 
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE. 
AERO REALTY 


35890 GODDARD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174 
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595 
SSESSSHSSHSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


H & W 
TOP DOLLAR $ 


Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles. 

7 Days. Free Towing. 

Licensed & Insured. 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


WANTED — ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 


WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 ŒE. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 


TOP DOLLAR PAID for vehicles in good 
condition. Don’t trade it, sell it to me. 
(734) 695-0819 


SEEKING — 10’X10’X15’) STORAGE 
space in the Belleville or VBT area. Please 
contact Mike at (734) 558-1501 


HELP WANTED 


PORTER/PARTS 
PERSON WANTED 
Full/Part Time. 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm. 
$13 Hour To Start. 
Must Have A 
Driver’s License. 
Apply In Person & 
Ask For Sam. 
Buihiep’s Collision 
(734) 699-3641 
112 Davis St., Belleville MI 


01/20 


02/03 


AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800 TEN 


HELP WANTED 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE. 
Painting, roof & gutter leaks, landscape 
maintenance. (734)796-3628 


04/07 


02/10 


“You have to learn the rules of the 
game. And then you have to play better 
than anyone else. ” 

— Albert Einstein 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


HELP WANTED 


Township municipality is looking for a full-time 
Zoning, Ordinance Coordinator. Experience 


preferred but will train the right person. 
Please email resumes to: 
supervisorQ@augustatownship.org 
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Court Watching: 

VBT woman charged 
with shooting at 
O’Reilly’s bound over 


Sonya Javah Moore, 39, of Van Buren 
Township was bound over to circuit court 
on all charges for a Sept. 29 arraignment 
on the information after a live preliminary 
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Belleville MI 48111 


exam before 34" District Court Judge Lisa 
Martin on Sept. 22. 

A calendar conference was set at circuit 
court for Oct. 22. A final conference was 
set for Dec. 17 and then reset by the court 
to Jan. 18. 

Moore is charged with assault with intent 
to murder, assault, and armed robbery, plus 
three counts of felony firearm on June 24 at 
O’Reilly’s distribution center on Haggerty 
Road in Van Buren Township. 

The defense attorney’s request for a 
reduction of her $25,000 cash bond was 
denied by Judge Martin because of the 
severity of the charges. The judge pointed 
out Moore had two other outstanding cases 
with this court. She remained in custody at 
the Wayne County Jail. 

The only witness to testify at the 
preliminary exam was Timothy Freeman 
who said he worked at O’Reilly’s and 
came outside for a break on June 24. He 
said a young lady came round the corner of 
the building, pulled a handgun out of her 
black hoodie, and shot at his face. He said 
she said he was “doing her girl,” which he 
clarified to mean having sex. “I met her in 
the rehab center and then I started fixing 
her car,” he said of Moore, adding he was 
a mechanic. 

He testified the bullet shot out the window 
in the building behind him. He said she 
wanted his phone and pin number and he 
gave it to her because she had a gun. She 
got into his phone and couldn’t find her 
girlfriend’s number and so threw his phone 


Owner 
Randy Martin 


on the top of a car. 

“I don’t know who her girlfriend is,” he 
testified. He said she wanted him to drive 
her to her girlfriend, but police came, and 
then he walked back into the building. He 
said some young ladies found his phone 
and gave it back to him. 

On Sept. 24, Moore also was arraigned 
on two bench warrants at 34" District 
Court before Judge Martin. 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Saturday, Jan. 22 — Wayne County 
Health Department is holding a COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic, open to all, plus boosters, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at McBride Middle School, 
47097 McBride Ave., Van Buren Township. 

e Saturday, Jan. 29 — President’s 2022 
Charity Fund Raiser to benefit Ele’s Place 
Ann Arbor, from 5 p.m. until midnight 
at Van Buren Eagles #3996. Tickets are 
$20; open to the public. Ele’s Place is a 
nonprofit, community-based organization 
with the mission to create awareness of and 
support for grieving children, teens and their 
families. Event will include entertainment 
by Tequila Mockingbird starting at 8 p.m. 
Dinner from 6 to 8 p.m. includes pulled pork 
and chicken, baked beans, mashed potatoes, 
salad, dinner rolls and butter and assorted 
desserts. Purchase tickets at foe3993.com/ 
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events or at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 
Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. 

e Sunday, Feb. 6 — Bugles Across 
America begins at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans’ 
Memorial in Horizon Park on High Street in 
the City of Belleville. On the first Sunday 
of each month there is a brief ceremony to 
honor those who serve in the military. There 
is the Pledge of Allegiance, the National 
Anthem, and Taps. All are welcome. 

e Saturday, Feb. 12 — Wayne County 
Health Department is holding a COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic, open to all, plus boosters, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at McBride Middle School, 
47097 McBride Ave., Van Buren Township. 

e Saturday, Feb. 19 — 2022 Special 
Olympics Polar Plunge at Belleville Yacht 
Club. 

e Sunday, March 6 — Bugles Across 
America begins at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans’ 
Memorial in Horizon Park on High Street in 
the City of Belleville. On the first Sunday 
of each month there is a brief ceremony to 
honor those who serve in the military. There 
is the Pledge of Allegiance, the National 
Anthem, and Taps. All are welcome. 

e Friday, March 11 — Belleville Area 
District Library will honor donors with 
a special celebration at the library at 6:30 
p.m. This is by invitation only. 

e Sunday, April 3 — Bugles Across 
America begins at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans’ 
Memorial in Horizon Park on High Street in 
the City of Belleville. On the first Sunday 
of each month there is a brief ceremony to 
honor those who serve in the military. There 
is the Pledge of Allegiance, the National 
Anthem, and Taps. All are welcome. 


BHS at-home games 


e Friday, Jan. 21: Freshman Boys 
Basketball vs Stevenson, 4 p.m.; JV Boys 
Basketball vs Stevenson, 5:30 p.m.; Varsity 
Boys Basketball vs Stevenson, 7 p.m. 

e Tuesday, Jan. 25: JV Girls Basketball 
vs Wayne Memorial, 5:30 p.m.; Varsity 
Girls Basketball vs Wayne Memorial, 7 
pm. 

Diane Kiessel 
Belleville High School Athletic Secretary 


Corrections: VBT 
address incorrect, 
Omicron spelled wrong 


On page 12 in the Jan. 13 issue of the 
Independent, the online address to get 
information on the Sumpter Road Corridor 
plan in Van Buren Township was incorrect, 
twice. It should be vanburen-mi.org/ 
SumpterRoadCorridor . 

This was part of a news release prepared 
by the new public relations employees at 
the township and we did not catch the error 
before publication. Thank you to Thomas 
DeRousie for alerting us. 

Also, in the editorial on page 4, 
the COVID-19 variant Omicron was 
misspelled. We regret the errors. 

Rosemary K. Otzman, editor 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 276 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, Jan. 9: 
0012 — property damage accident, S. I-275/Ecorse 
0345 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 
1001 — property check, Southport Apartments 
1020 — assist citizen, N. Purple Sage Ct. 
1108 — private property/property damage accident, 
Pebblebrook Dr. 
1121 — civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1127 — welfare check, Hoeft Rd. 
1313 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1403 — welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
1442 — mental subject, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1508 — suspicious person/vehicle, Pebblebrook Dr. 
1508 — assist other dept., Maple Dr. 
1613 — suspicious person/vehicle, Wildbrook Dr. 
1619 — family trouble, McKinley St. 
1729 — assist other dept., Ecorse Rd. 
1812 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr. 
1837 — Menards property check, Belleville Rd. 
1908 — Walmart property check, Belleville Rd. 
1925 — suspicious person/vehicle, Park Estates 
2013 — unattended death, Harmony Ln. 
2048 — Meijer property check, Belleville Rd. 
2204 — warrant arrest, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
2305 — civil matter, Parkwood Dr. 
2308 — welfare check, McBride Ave. 
Monday, Jan. 10: 
0002 — domestic, Denton Rd. 
0156 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0233 — neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr. 
0326 — assist other dept., Locust Dr. 
0632 — property damage accident, E. Huron River 
0854 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Park 
Estates Dr. 
0958 — larceny, Riggs Rd. 
1042 — welfare check, Haggerty Rd. 
1105 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 
1211 — welfare check, Lancaster Dr. 
1220 — background investigation, Chatsworth Dr. 
1243 — follow up by officer, Harbour Club 
1320 — suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter/Hull 
1325 — assist other dept., Parkwood Dr. 
1542 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd. 
1559 — road hazard, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd. 
1604 — suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd. 
1634 — assist fire dept., Bog Rd. 
1644 — private property/property damage accident, 
Anna Dr. 
1705 — welfare check, Harmony Ln. 
1721 — civil matter, Spruce Ln. 
1746 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1804 — juvenile complaint, McKinley St. 
1807 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Rd./Capitol 
Dr. 
1818 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1832 — welfare check, N. Bellridge Dr. 
1857 — suicidal person, Quirk Rd. 
2325 — civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
Tuesday, Jan. 11: 
0000 — suspicious person/vehicle, Fay Dr. 
0021 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
0356 — breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0406 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 
0458 — suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd. 
0739 — parking complaint, Country Walk Blvd. / 
Savage Rd. 
0918 — fraud, Birch Dr. 
0943 — trespassing, Martz Rd. 
0946 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1023 — threat, Denton Rd. 
1032 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1145 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd. 
1219 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Beckley 
1231 — larceny, Parkwood Dr. 
1301 — threat, Haggerty Rd. 
1332 — threat, Parkwood Dr. 
1352 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd. 
1400 — assist other dept., N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1544 — traffic offense, park Estates 
1631 — assist other dept., S. Sheldon/Yost 
1750 — suspicious person/vehicle, Amanda Dr. 
1750 — suspicious person/vehicle, E. Adams 
1829 — civil matter, Bemis Rd. 
1918 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
E. 1-94 


2018 — suspicious person/vehicle, Kirkridge Park 
2045 — civil matter, McKinley ST. 
2056 — shooting, Briarcliff Dr. 
2131 — breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr. 
2208 — suspicious person/vehicle, Chatsworth Dr. 
2340 — fight, Ecorse Rd. 
2344 — family trouble, Winchester St. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12: 
0439 — assist other dept., W. Walden Dr. 
0702 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1150 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
1158 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
1234 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. 
1254 — civil matter, Belleville Rd. 
1412 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1750 — sexual assault, Lacy Dr. 
1815 — missing person, Quirk Rd. 
1925 — larceny, Parkwood Dr. 
2036 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd. 
2048 — assault & battery, Belleville Rd. 
2121 — private property impound, Oak Ln. 
2204 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
Thursday, Jan. 13: 
0245 — noise complaint, Outer Dr. 
0523 — suspicious person/vehicle, Burtrig St. 
0540 — 911 welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0653 — 911 welfare check, Milton Dr. 
0818 — assist other dept., Belle Villa 
0916 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0931 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1005 — suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake 
1015 — larceny from auto, Lake Villa Dr. 
1057 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1103 — misc. complaint, Maple Dr. 
1320 — ordinance violation, Marlowe Ave. 
1544 — animal complaint, Robson Rd. 
1732 — traffic offense, Tyler Rd. 
1737 — fraud, Haggerty Rd. 
1753 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Hull 
1830 — parking complaint, Parkwood Dr. 
1854 — assist fire dept., Landmark 
1938 — overdose, Ash Dr. 
1948 — malicious destruction of property, N. 
Bellridge Dr. 
1950 — private property/property damage accident, 
Sandlewood Dr. 
2006 — welfare check, S. Woodbury Dr. 
2014 — domestic, Salem Ct. 
2239 — Meijer property check, Belleville Rd. 
2256 — hospice death, Harbor Ln. 
2351 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
Friday, Jan. 14: 
0015 — assist fire dept., Montague Ave. 
0043 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
0209 — shooting, Robbe Rd. 
0336 — disorderly, Lake Villa Dr. 
0757 — suspicious person/vehicle, Stonebridge Dr./ 
Solitude Ln. 
0908 — family trouble, McKinley St. 
1017 — welfare check, Bradley Dr. 
1020 — fraud, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1044 — fraud, Oak Ln. 
1053 — trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1120 — welfare check, Sumpter Rd. 
1125 — assist fire dept., Arthur St. 
1142 — threat, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1158 — civil matter, Parkside Dr. 
1200 — welfare check, W. Huron River Dr. 
1201 — fraud, Solitude Ln. 
1202 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Beckley 
1204 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd./Hull Rd. 
1202 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
1330 — mental subject, Filmore St. 
1354 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Van Born Rd./Belleville Rd. 
1535 — parking complaint, Deanna Dr. 
1601 — neighbor trouble, Outer Dr. 
1700 — suspicious person/vehicle, Sheldon Rd. 
1712 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. 1-94 Service Dr. 
1722 — assist other dept., bridge 
1750 — mental subject, Belleville Rd. 
2150 — suspicious person/vehicle, Independence Ln. 
/ Haggerty Rd. 
Saturday, Jan. 15: 
0014 — warrant arrest, Van Born/Haggerty 
0906 — family trouble, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1017 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, S. Timberview Dr. 
1128 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1331 — suicidal person, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
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1342 — property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler 

1422 — assist fire dept., Belleville Rd. 

1432 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd./E. I-94 

1436 — assist other dept., E. I-94/Beckley 

1500 — parking complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. 

1508 — assist other dept., Sumpter Rd. 

1524 — assist fire dept., Martinsville Rd. 

1557 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 

1602 — leaving the scene of a property damage 

accident, Belleville Rd. 

1852 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Chaney 

2041 — shooting, Edwards Rd. 

2046 — harassment call, N. Ponderosa Trl. 

2152 — disorderly, Morton Taylor Rd. 

2202 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 

2334 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 

2358 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty/Tyler 
Also on this week’s log are 72 traffic stops with nine 
of them being on the I-94 freeway. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Jan. 9: 
0017 — misc. complaint, Main St. 
1225 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd. 
2028 — suspicious person/vehicle, Potter Dr. / E. 
Huron River Dr. 
Monday, Jan. 10: 
1121 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 
1141 — traffic stop, Main St./First St. 
1213 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
1329 — assist other dept., Second St./Main St. 
1426 — traffic stop, High St. 
1431 — larceny from auto, N. Liberty St. 
1550 — road hazard, Carmell St. 
1631 — larceny from auto, South St. 
1831 — traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln. 
1956 — civil matter, Burso 
2222 — assist other dept., Carmell St. 
Tuesday, Jan. 11: 
0831 — traffic stop, Church St./W. Columbia Ave. 
0835 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon St. 
0905 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave. 
0917 — traffic stop, Angola St. 
1030 — parking complaint, Main St./Fourth St. 
1347 — traffic stop, W. Huron River Dr./Bay Pointe 
1412 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 
1538 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
1549 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Madelon 
1550 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
1557 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
1616 — traffic stop, Main St./Fourth St. 
1636 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
1647 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 
1723 — traffic stop, Main St. 
1733 — traffic stop, Main St. 
1749 — traffic offense, Main St. 
1800 — traffic stop, Belle Villa Blvd./Menlo Park 
1807 — traffic stop, Belle Villa Blvd./Menlo Park 
1835 — traffic stop, High St./Edison Ave. 
2030 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr/Loza Ln. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12: 
0106 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa Blvd. 
0252 — traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln. 
0922 — suspicious person/vehicle, Main St/E. 
Columbia Ave. 
0929 — traffic offense, Main St/High St. 
0935 — welfare check, Menlo Park Dr. 
0942 — warrant arrest, Main St. 
1107 — welfare check, N. Liberty St. 
1531 — harassment call, Main St./Fifth St. 
1628 — civil matter, N. Liberty St. 
2201 — traffic stop, Main St./First St. 
Thursday, Jan. 13: 
0027 — motorist assist, W. Columbia Ave./Main 
0145 — family trouble, Belle Villa Blvd. 
0756 — civil matter, Belle Villa Blvd. 
1208 — juvenile complaint, Owen St. 
1512 — malicious destruction of property, Belle Villa 
Blvd. 
2118 — suspicious person/vehicle, Victorian Ln. 
2334 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Angola St. 
2337 — property check, Carmell St. 
Friday, Jan. 14: 
0107 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 
0222 — traffic stop, South St./E. Wabash Ave. 
0740 — intrusion alarm, South St. 
0928 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
1016 — traffic stop, Main St. 
1025 — traffic stop, Main St./Fourth St. 


1128 — welfare check, Main St. 

1136 — larceny, N. Liberty St. 

1156 — fraud, E. Thornhill Ct. 

1616 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 

2049 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave /Huron River 
Dr. 

2113 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Edison 

2136 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Owen St. 

2329 — traffic stop, Main St. 
Saturday, Jan. 15: 

0011 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 

0839 — traffic stop, Main St. 

0905 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 

1150 — traffic stop, Fifth St/Main St. 

1410 — traffic offense, High/Main 

1522 — traffic stop, Main St. 

1535 — traffic stop, South St. 

1555 — traffic offense, Belleville/Quirk 

1724 — traffic stop, Main St. 

1758 — traffic stop, Main St. 

1817 — traffic stop, Madelon St./E. Columbia 

1844 — traffic stop, High St/Brain St. 

1859 — welfare check, W. Wabash Ave. 

2106 — traffic stop, E. Columbia/Madelon St. 

2145 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 

2210 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Clarence 
There are 48 traffic stops on this week’s log. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Jan. 9: 

0221 — assault, 46000 bl. Willis Rd. 

0317 — suspicious vehicle, 10000 bl. Rawsonville 

1130 — animal complaint, Edgewood Dr. 

1244 — fire dept. assist, Pecan 

1446 — property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 

Rd. / Sherwood Rd. 

1523 — follow-up investigation, 22000 bl. Haggerty 
Rd. 

1639 — fire dept. assist, Edgewood Dr. 

1715 — alarm, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1735 — fire dept. assist, Arizona 

1752 — 911 hangup, 49000 bl. Judd Rd. 

1756 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter 

1917 — death investigation, Edgewood Dr. 

1936 — fire dept. assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

2000 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2015 — citizen assist, Sumpter Rd./Bemis Rd. 
Monday, Jan. 10: 

0931 — civil matter, Judd Rd./Elwell Rd. 

0958 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1259 — lost property, 49000 bl. Willis Rd. 

1348 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1446 — death investigation, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

1657 — suspicious person, Bemis Rd./Lohr Rd. 

1716 — suspicious circumstance, Montana St. 

1848 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

2045 — alarm, Rustic Ln. 

2131 — fire dept. assist, Second St. 
Tuesday, Jan. 11: 

0157 — fire dept. assist, Arizona 

0833 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Dr. 

0946 — mental health call, Hampshire Dr. 

1019 — citizen assist, 43000 bl. Clay Rd. 

1102 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 

1240 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

1331 — assist other agency, 23000 bl. Karr Rd. 

1449 — civil matter, 40000 bl. Harris Rd. 

1814 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

1938 — fire dept. assist, Hampshire Dr. 

2327 — citizen assist, Savage Rd/Bemis Rd. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12: 

1037 — assault, Timberlane Dr. 

1101 — fire dept. assist, Nevada St. 

1724 — juvenile complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter 
Thursday, Jan. 13: 

0952 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1248 — civil matter, Redwood St. 

1349 — alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1439 — 911 hang up, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd. 

1452 — follow-up investigation, Montana St. 

1627 — suspicious person, 43000 bl. Clay Rd. 

1647 — civil matter, 43000 bl. Clay Rd. 

1650 — animal complaint, Arkona Rd./Clark Rd. 

2000 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

2020 — alarm, 28000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 


Friday, Jan. 14: 


0615 — family trouble, 42000 bl. Willow Rd. 
0738 — juvenile complaint, Timberlane Dr. 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


(continued from page 14) 


0920 — follow-up investigation, out of township 
1030 — suspicious vehicle, 5600 bl. Oakville Waltz 
1056 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
1104 — family trouble, Redwood St. 
1248 — fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1319 — fire dept. assist, Arizona 
1349 — 911 hang up, 21000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
1353 — follow-up investigation, 42000 bl. Willow 
1410 — suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Willis 
1516 — fire dept. assist, 8800 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1529 — animal complaint, Country Club Blvd. 
1753 — alarm, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 
1911 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
Saturday, Jan. 15: 
0543 — mental health call, Rustic Ln. 
0746 — property damage accident, Martinsville Rd./ 
Dunn Rd. 
0953 — suspicious person, 44000 bl. Harris Rd. 
1308 — alarm, 41000 bl. Wear Rd. 
1434 — suspicious person, 5600 bl. Oakville Waltz 
1441 — civil matter, Timberlane Dr. 
1537 — citizen assist, 48000 bl. Roy Ct. 
1613 — reckless driver, Willis Rd./California St. 
1711 — shots fired, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1826 — family trouble, Edgewood Dr. 
1907 — welfare check, Rustic Ln. 
Also on this week’s log are 137 patrol checks, 51 
traffic stops, and six misc. details. 
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Letter, donation to 
scammers caught just 
before being mailed 


Thomas Clayton of Van Buren Township 

received a letter from the United States 
Deputy Sheriff’s Association in Virginia. It 
said it represents Van Buren Township, MI 
and asked for a donation for body armor 
vests. 
Clayton,aseniorcitizen who enthusiastically 
supports police officers, wrote a check for 
$25 and placed in the return envelope, along 
with a Thank You card for a police officer 
that he signed. The card said: “May God 
protect you from harm.” 

He also filled out and tucked into the 
envelope a survey on whether he supports 
police and whether officers in small 
communities should have to buy their own 
safety vests. 

Before he mailed the envelope, he found 
out from a police officer friend that this is a 
scam and Van Buren Police don’t get money 
or anything else from this group. 

If you search the group’s name on the 
internet, it has a zero-star rating for being a 
place you can give to with confidence. Most 
of its income goes to fundraising. 

Another place on the internet said this 
group is among the top five of the 50 worst 
charities in America. 

Clayton destroyed his check and brought 
the rest of the information to the Independent 
for us to share with our readers. 

-- Rosemary K. Otzman, editor 
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er MAX GLENN SILVENIS Top 1% of All Realtors in the 


US 2015 -2020 Real Trends 


CROSSROADS III Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX 
418 Main Street 


n E a Wichic s Sid SELL PH ONE (7 34) 7 40- 3000 Agent Southeastern Michigan 


email: mrsold@mrsold.com Office (734) 699-4000 ie bao emer 
website: mrsold.com 


- | DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - COMPLIANCE FEES - 


i a 
47677 N SHORE , VAN BURE: 545 HIGH STREET, BELLEVILLE 47985 BEMIS, SUMPTER TWP 
5,920 SQUARE FOOT Belleville Lake Estate. | EXPERIENCE UNDISTURBED LAKESIDE| CUSTOM BUILT BRICK RANCH 1.5 AC 3 
3Br, 31/2 Ba, Ist Fl Master, Library, Fireplace,] MORNINGS. Updated 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath| Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Amish Kitchen, Cov- 
Sunroom, Basement. 200 Ft Lakefront, 1 Acre. One |Home. Living Room w/Fireplace, Hardwood] ered Trex Deck + Additional Garage. $425,000. 
of the Finest Parcels Available $1,050,000. Floors, Full Basement 2 1/2 Car Garage $349,900 | +32 acres Avail at $725,000 for the Package. 


NEW LISTING 


11148 QUIRK, VAN BUREN TWP 21807 TELEGRAPH, BROWNSTOWN 

ALLURINGLY AFFORDABLE 4 Bedroom | 1,382 SQUARE FOOT RANCH with 3 Bed- 
home, 1 Bath, Newer Heating System, Whole | rooms, 2 Baths, Family Room, Living Room, 
House Generator, Vinyl Windows. 2 Car De- | Breezway and Large Garage on THREE lots! Flex- 
tached Garage on One Half Acre Lot. $171,500 | ible Town Center Zoning w Many uses $225,000 


10479 BEMIS, YPSILANTI TOWNSHIP 10955 BUCHANAN, VAN BUREN 
LARGE HOME with Premuim Lafada Kitchen,] LARGE 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch in Van Buren 
Hardwood Floors, Granite, Ceramic and Quarry] Estates. 1,527 Square Feet, Newer Central Air. 
Tile Baths. 5 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, New Roof- | Huge 2 1/2 Car + Garage. Big Fenced Yard, Great | Fireplace, Sun Room, 2 1/2 Car Attached Ga- |ment. 12x18 Three Seasons Room, Large 2 1/2 
2020 and 90+ Furnace. 2 1/2 car Garage. $450,000] Neighborhood and Priced to Sell at $210,000 | rage, Pole Barn, Paved Street & More. $259.900 |Car Detached Garage Double Lot $119,500 
BELLEVILLE RESIDENTIAL LOTS 3LOTS | COMMERCIAL CORNER OF ECORSE & |ONE 12+ ACRE PARCEL AT $120,000 NEAR] 7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS 
ONE PRICE. TOTALING 41 ACRES WITH | WAYNE ROMULUS4.27ACRES $1,000,000 }CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000 

CITY WATER AND SEWER AT STREET. SIDE- | VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC $95,000 [VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000] TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM 
WALKS IN AND SOME VIEWS OF | WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000 [VACANT VENETIAN 1/2 ACRE LOT $60,000] KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000 
BELLEVILLE LAKE $60,000 TORREY 2.48 AC PERC +SURVEY $39,000 |41530 SAVAGE 30AC VAN BUREN $349,999] KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000 

00000 SUMPTER 243X687 3.63 AC $40,000] WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES $45,000 |10 AC BUNTON YPSILANTI TWP $155,000 | HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 


1705 LONDON, LINCOLN PARK 
A Most Affordable Lincoln Park Home.. 3 Bed- 
rooms, | 1/2 Baths and Partially Finished Base- 


43004 JUDD SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 

IT'S COUNTRY LIVING at an Affordable Price. 
2 Bedroom (possible 3) and 1 Bath, Updated 
Kitchen, Updated Bath and New Metal Roof. 1.78 
Acres on Paved Street,2 1/2 Car Garage $179,900 


44194 ROBSON, VAN BUREN.81AC $44,000 
HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.14 AC $50,000 
HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000 
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000 
21464 CLARK CORNER OF JUDD $180,000 
OR FOUR 2.2 ACRE SITES AT $45,000 EACH 


9000 OAKVILLE WALTZ, AUGUSTA TWP 
LOTS TO SEE! Large 1,854 SqFt Ranch with 
New Carpet & Floor Coverings, Open Kitchen, 


ATCHINSON 


EZD. 
WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY 


#36 RANKED FORD 
DEALERSHIP 
IN THE NATION 


FOR 2021 


THANK YOU! 


ts, 
‘ee oP ey. 


ee es PORD 


s 
ir fae apreoyaas 


SHOP ONLINE: 9800 BELLEVILLE RD., CALL US: 
WWW.ATCHINSON.NET BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 (734) 697-9161 


